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To most of us it would be a platitude to assert that these
questions were an expression of the Christ spirit; we should
be impatient with a person who pointed out to us, as
Drummond in a famous pamphlet pointed out to a former
generation, that the very essence of Christianity lies not
in doctrinal exactitude but in service, and service of the
most simple and human character. But to William Booth,
although his impulsive nature drove him at all costs to do
something (Herbert Spencer would not have liked that ex-
clamation), this venture in social reform sometimes ap-
peared a step aside from his real path, and to the end of his
life he never perhaps perfectly apprehended the entirely
spiritual and religious character of his own social service.

This troubled and divided spirit which manifested itself
in his life from 1888 onwards, is one of the most valuable
clues to his personality. His love for men made him a
social reformer, almost against his will. His faith in con-
version, bound up with his faith in his mission as a preacher,
haunted him like a ghost, almost rebuking him, as he fed
the hungry and housed the homeless. He never understood
Theism; he never realized the profoundest meaning of Im-
manence. The soul of the man was saturated with the
dogmatism of evangelical Deism. If his heart had not been
as greatly saturated with as simple and emotional love for
humanity as ever illuminated our sad atid tragic history, he
would never have glanced at social reform. But his pity
tortured him, and he was torn between Martha and Mary.
The better part manifestly was to hold up before a perish-
ing world the Cross of Christ; to build a shelter for the
homeless, and to carry meat to the hungry, this was ob-
viously to be busied with temporal things.

From the beginning of this new venture the Salvation
Army differentiated with the greatest care between its social
and spiritual work. The division was symptomatic of Wil-
liam Booth's theology. Professor Huxley, who knew as
little of modern theology as Booth, attacked the Army for
using social work as a mask for its spiritual work. Wil-
liam Booth defended himself against this attack without
asking his critic to indicate to the world precisely where
social work ended and religious work began. He never